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Movie Plot Summary

A 1996 Academy Award winner for best picture, Braveheart is about William Wallace, a bold Scotsman who uses the steel of his blade and the fire of his intellect to rally his country men to liberation from the tyranny of the cruel English ruler Edward  Longshanks.   The story takes place in 14th Century Scotland when Wallace was a young boy. His  father and brother, along with  many others, lose their lives trying to free Scotland.  Once Wallace loses another of his loved ones, he begins his long quest to free Scotland.  Emotions escalate when the king gives his English nobility the “Prima Nocta,” a right to take all new brides for the first night.  The Scots are none too pleased with the brutal English  invaders but lack the  leadership to fight back.  Through his charismatic style and courage, Wallace leads an uprising against the English rule and creates a legend of himself and frees Scotland once and for all, along with the assistance of Robert the Bruce. 
Class Leadership Concepts

Braveheart contained several important leadership concepts discussed in this class.  Specifically, the movie pointed out the following:

1. 
William Wallace exhibited  the definition of leadership discussed in this class because he “demonstrated ability to influence others toward a goal.”  His leadership ability united his fellow highlander armies to band together against  the English ruler.

2. 
Two key words were discussed in class concerning the impact of leadership –results and effectiveness.  William Wallace is a good example of both of these leadership descriptions because the end result of his influence was freedom for Scotland. 

3. 
A class concept discussed in lesson 2, Defining Leadership,  is that “ good leaders are made, not born.”  The life experiences of William Wallace trained and groomed  him to become a leader with courage and intellect so that he could effectively  lead the countrymen of Scotland   to  victory in  various battles.   

Movie Clip Set Up

The Braveheart movie clip  setting takes place during an emotional scene before the first major battle when  the various Scottish armies become overwhelmed with the giant opposing English army.  William Wallace gives an emotional speech that quickly brings cohesiveness and solidifies commitment to fight for a common cause, even if it results in death.   His words are so inspiring in this speech that I have included them in this movie clip set up– Sons of Scotland, I am William Wallace.  And I see a whole army of my countrymen here in defiance of tyranny.  You have come to fight as free men, and free men you are.  What will you do without freedom? Will you fight?  Fight and you may  die.  Run and you will live at least a while.  And dying in your beds, many years from now, would you be willing to trade all the days from this day to that for one chance, just one chance to come back here and tell our enemies that they may take our lives, but they will never take our freedom?
